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School

 Susan B English 
School  
 

 
 

Notices & 
Newsletters 

Senior Meals 

Every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday 

at noon in Seldovia's  
MultiPurpose Room.  

Seniors 60 and over and 
spouses any age qualify, 

as well as, disabled 
persons and their 

caregivers. Suggested 
donation $4  

~ ~ ~ 
Guests (under 60) $9 

~~~

 

 
Seldovia Boat Slips 

for Rent 
Only 32 foot slips are 

available. Call for details: 
Harbor Master 
(907) 234-7886 

City Office (907) 234-
7643 

 
Support the 

Seldovia Sea Otter 
Booster Club  

Help keep sports and 
academic travel 

programs alive for our 
school! 

 

Archives
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Relief

There have been quite a few bear sightings and instances already this summer in Seldovia. They are 
coming into town, looking for food, garbage and berries! We have scared them out of our raspberry 
patch twice in the last two days! It is frustrating, as we wait all year for this season, when the fruit is 
ripe! So do the bears! As a deterrent, we have decided to pick often - hopefully keeping the abundance 
at a minimum for our wild neighbors! 

Here are a few basic safety tips when living in areas shared with black bears.

●     Don't feed the bears! Wild bears have a natural fear of humans, fed bears do not!
●     Keep your garbage in secure storage locations, and dispose of your "tasty" food garbage at the 

landfill.
●     If you are hiking, stay in a group and make your presence known by calling out "Hey Bear, hey 

bear!", keep small children close at hand. 
●     Hike during daylight hours, bears tend to wander at the early and later parts of the day.

Please - for the safety of everyone, please keep your garbage put 

away! 

Posted Tuesday, September 7, 2010 
An Event To Remember  
by Tracie Merrill, photo by Savannah Lewis
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On Friday, September 3rd, the labor day weekend was kicked off with a celebration of the 
Seldovia Library’s 75th birthday through partnership between the Library Board and the 
Seldovia Arts Council. 

The festivities began in the morning at the library, where national best-selling author, 
David Vann, read a chapter out of two of his short books, Legend of a Suicide and Caribou 
Island (not yet released – January 2011). Although now an Associate Professor at the 
University of San Francisco, David came to Seldovia on his way to a retreat with “49 
Writers” at the Tutka Bay Lodge.  
 
David Vann is a renowned, and award winning, author of numerous short stories and 
novella (both fiction and non-fiction) www.davidvann.com. His work has been featured in 
several magazines, such as Outside, Men’s Journal, Men’s Health, and Writer’s Digest. 
David has Alaskan roots being born on Adak Island and living for a while in Ketchikan. 
David had the audience laughing with the many humorous “asides” he told as he read, 
although the topics and inspiration for his books are serious, emotional and difficult – the 
real life suicide of his father, the murder/suicide of his stepmother’s parents, and his own 
ill-fated adventures with boats. David, as well as the whole audience, thoroughly enjoyed 
his brief visit to Seldovia and his reading at the library. It should be mentioned, as well, 
that if any readers are interested in David Vann’s books, the library does carry several of 
them. 
   
Following the reading, a community potluck luncheon was held where guests got to meet 
David while enjoying delicious salad dishes, soup and desserts. No birthday celebration 
would be complete without cake, and a yummy, chocolate-raspberry one at that, which 
was purchased from Two Sisters Bakery in Homer.  
 
After the official singing of happy birthday over cake, the Library’s current director, 
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Shirly Giles, was honored and thanked for her many years of volunteer service to the 
library and community. Shirly has served as library director for the past 30 years and will 
be retiring on September 15th. Shirly began as a library volunteer in the early 70s and took 
over director responsibilities from Susan B. English in 1980. After Shirly spoke briefly on 
the history of the library, Ila Dillon spoke of Shirly’s involvement in the community and 
her being recognized as the Seldovia Chamber of Commerce's "Citizen of the Year" in 
1992 as well as receiving one of the Alaska's First Lady's Volunteer Awards in April 2002. 
The Chamber of Commerce, represented by Darlene Crawford, presented Shirly with a 
beautiful bouquet of flowers while City Clerk Mary Klinger presented her with a plaque 
containing the text of the city's recent proclamation in acknowledgment of her dedication 
and tireless service.

The ceremonies concluded with the reading aloud of a tribute by Dianne Gruber. Overall, 
this was a wonderful, collaborative event between the Seldovia Arts Council and the 
Library Board. Thank-you Seldovians for making it such a success and for letting your 
support of the Library and of Shirly be known!  

Posted Tuesday, September 7, 2010 
Hex Fest!  
by Joe and Heather Miller 
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Posted Thursday, September 2, 2010 
SVT September Calendar  
by Laurel Hilts 
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Posted Thursday, September 2, 2010 
HEA Community Meeting in Seldovia  
by Joe Gallagher

Posted Thursday, September 2, 2010 
Suicide Intervention Training - Sponsored by SVT  
by Alix Chartier 
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Posted Wednesday, September 1, 2010 
Summer of Fun with Al and our Seldovia Youth!  
by Alisha Sughroue
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Thanks to the incredible crew who participated in our summer adventures. I love all you guys for your 
effort and the creative spice each of you add to our trips in the wilderness. I'll be looking forward to a 
whole new season of 2011. Alisha Sughroue 

Please click here to read the entire story in the Gazette Spotlight.

Posted Wednesday, September 1, 2010, originally Posted Wednesday, August 25, 2010  
Labor Day Weekend - Celebrations, Concerts and Celebrities  
by Seldovia Arts Council and Seldovia Public Library 
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Efficient, Immaculate and Sunny Home 

5 star energy rated home 

On a half acre In the heart of Seldovia 

Private decks and views of mountain 

Click here, or on photo for more information 

 

Call Jenny: 907-234-8000 
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Posted Wednesday, September 1, 2010, originally Posted Wednesday, August 25, 2010  
Small Business Development Workshops - Register Online 
by Alyssa Caracciolo 
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Posted Wednesday, September 1, 2010 
The Bookworm 
by Tamara Blodgett 
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The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson 

A tragedy of epic proportions; we will never read additional work from Larsson as he's now 
deceased! “Wow,” doesn't even begin to cover the exhaustively complex plot that leaves one 
breathless in anticipation for the next page. Larsson had me from page one with an extremely 
complicated prose ( as first) which lays the groundwork for a story that simply cannot be easily 
solved or understood until the very end; a stunning, terribly potent read.

Do not be put off by the first forty pages or so, the promise of an excellent book was always there 
but it is a “slow-burn,” which doesn't begin to realize it's potential until that time. The story needs 
this foundation so that it may be understood as things race along in the story's progression.

Lisbeth Salander, a greatly demoralized girl who is a genius, becomes key in a story of insane 
human dysfunction, crime and [human] discipline as she unravels a mystery with not an ounce of 
confidence, relying on instincts of self-preservation and extreme intellect alone. She begins an 
unlikely alliance with Millennium Editor-and-Chief, Mikael Bloomkvist, and together, they are 
much more than apart. For the first time in her life, her asocial behavior is put to the test when she 
discovers there may be another human being worthy of her trust. A character portrait the likes of 
which I've never read.

Bloomkvist is railroaded into a terrible position and must serve time for a crime whose validity is 
cast-in-shadow. Simultaneously, he is asked to use his extensive investigative abilities to find new 
clues to a very old disappearance. When it becomes apparent that there is much more than that, he 
involves Salander, which by her very being changes both their lives. Moral dilemma and 
professional ethics battle fiercely in the last third of the book when the two do not know which to 
be bound by. 

Although the characterization is excellent, it is the intense prose that grabs attention. Everyone is 
so vital in this book, even if they're “small”, however, it is Lisbeth that enthralls. In absolute 
paradox she is as fragile as a poppy in a rainstorm but as fierce as a lion. 

This trilogy was submitted to be published shortly before Larsson succumbed to a fatal heart 
attack; what a literary talent and a heck of a mystery, don't miss this read!

5/5 Stars 

Genre: Mystery  
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Sub-genre: Drama, Thriller  

Age: Mature  

Elements: Criminal violence against women 

and animals, Profanity throughout, Nazi 

references.

Check out the Seldovia Public Library for this and other fine books! 

Posted Wednesday, September 1, 2010 

Thoughts to Ponder  
by Charles A. Cerami

"Most great men and women are not perfectly rounded in their personalities, but are instead people 
whose one driving enthusiasm is so great it makes their faults seem insignificant."

Posted Wednesday, September 1, 2010 
Movie Review -  
by Jonathan Hoard 

 

With all that teenagers face these days, sometimes I think we 
stand back and just hope they will be able to navigate through 
the various conflicts and trials that are thrown at them, and that 
they will somehow make it safely into adulthood. Is there 
something more, something better, something that transforms a 
life from merely a life into a life that is life changing?

This film takes us on a journey through the life of Jake Taylor. 
Jake is a star high school basketball player, from an affluent 
family, who is dating the most popular girl, and who is about to 
attain his life’s dream of going to college on a basketball 
scholarship. That’s all on the surface, underneath in the reality 
of life, Jake’s life is unraveling. Staggered and bewildered by 
his best friend’s suicide he begins to look at life differently. 
More importantly, he begins to look at people around him and 
his own life differently
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To Save A Life came out in 2009. At first glance this might appear to be a movie about teen suicide 
prevention and awareness. Some critics have labeled it merely a Christian sermon and quickly 
dismissed it. Others might see this film as an over the top and unrealistic depiction of teen life meant to 
unnecessarily frighten us. Suicide is a major theme in the movie but to miss the message of lives 
transformed would be a shame. As far as this being a Christian movie, I would argue that that assertion 
too is wrong. The movie tries to be a Christian film, and it does succeed in introducing the thought that 
all life is precious to God and that He has a purpose for each and every life. The producers clearly are 
encouraging each viewer to have a personal relationship with God so that each one might live a 
fulfilling life. The problem stands that the film quite awkwardly avoids telling the viewer the path to 
the fulfilling relationship with God. It seems that for some reason they were unable to just say it, even 
though the story was begging for it through many different scenes. So I will tell you, Jesus said, “I am 
the Way and Truth and the Life, no one comes to the Father except through me”.

As far as the film appearing unrealistic, it is true that Jake faces the pressures of drinking, drugs, 
premarital sex, unwanted pregnancy, abortion, suicide, a friend who cuts himself, his parents divorce, 
bullying, broken friendships and the loss of his dreams. It is true that all of this crammed into one film 
can seem a bit like piling on. But before you make that assertion and dismiss this film as unrealistic, 
spend some time talking to teenagers about these issues, then judge for yourself.

To Save A Life was well filmed and the acting was surprisingly refreshing. It does, on some occasions 
show itself to be a lower budget film, but I guarantee that is not what you will remember after watching 
it. Much of the writing was well done, including some well-placed humor. This movie is rated PG-13. 
This was done I’m sure on purpose by the producers. They were clearly trying to convey the horror of 
suicide, the pervasiveness of the “party life” and the ugly side of drug and alcohol abuse. A few token 
profanities are thrown in just enough to try to add some realism without becoming overly offensive.

I have done my best to not give away too much of the film’s story. However, the overall theme of the 
movie is clear. God has a blueprint for every teenager’s life. Letting God change your life can 
transform it from being merely lived to powerfully fulfilling. The message of this movie for our 
teenagers today is that they can change the world. They can save a life, first their own and after that 
they can help save others.

Please e-mail me your comments at jm_hoard@hotmail.com.

 

Tidbits . . .

Thank you Rainbow Connection for your service to Seldovia this summer! We love your new paint 
job! 
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City Manager's Corner                      by Tim Dillon, City Manager 
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Check in on the News from Alaska's Delegation  
Click on each delegate's banner to go directly to their website.
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Special Notices

Seldovia City Burn Notice  
by Mary Klinger 

NOTICE 

During the summer season, the Seldovia Volunteer Fire Department receives daily updates as to the fire 
danger through out the Kenai-Kodiak Area. We do not require burn permits, but we do request that you 
call the Fire Department @234-7812 or The Police Department @ 234-7640 to check on the burn status 
and/or leave the dates you are planning on burning.

Outside of the Fire hall door is a board with the latest burn information for your convenience to check 
on the burn status at anytime. 

Posted Wednesday, September 1, 2010 - Originally Posted Thursday, August 19, 2010  
City Council Seats Available, Candidacy Forms due Sept 6th  
by City of Seldovia 
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