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Mary Zika - Warming Up in Seldovia by Tamara Blodgett
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A native of the ultra small town of Orr, Minnesota, Mary Zika Ethnic diversity key to Mary...

isno stranger to small towns. With a population of a scant two

hundred souls, Mary enthused, “ This <Seldovia> isa boom Mary feels strongly about her ethnicity, happy to be a mix of
town!” Having just shared a “teleconference” Thanksgiving  djfferent nationalities. Having done her research on her family

with her large, extended family of six siblings, she was tree, shewas happy to find that shewasa portion Chippewa
languishing in our wet and warm fall while the extended Indian of the Algquin Nation, Bohemian and French. With that
family experiences negative twenty-fivein her hometown. happy combination, she says shefitsin wherever she goes. She
Weather aside, the similarities of small town life appeal to became very interested in her culture as she came of age during
Mary, shefeelslike she has* come home.” Interestingly atime when public consciousness was heightened and

enough, owners of the Seaport Cottages, Missy and Gary
Corradi grew up just forty-five milesfrom Zika. Thiswelcome
coincidence helped cement the feelings of welcome she has
received.

people becameinterested in their collective histories. Although
Mary isat least thirty-five percent Chippewa, shewasraised in
atraditional “American” family all practicing Catholics. As
time has moved on, Mary feelsreligion continuesto evolve for
A ||fe|0ng baCheIOrette, haVing brushed the altar twicein her her on a persona] level. She pr|des herself on a“OW”']g everyone
life, Mary isfirmly “married” to her position at Susan B. hisor her personal religious pursuit. Her family embraced
English serving asthe special servicesteacher. Zika mentioned people’sindividuality and shunned the ‘lumping together’ of
that it has been arefreshing change from her decadelongjob  groups of peopletied to their race or religious bent. She has

teaching special service students with the dual challenge of carried this moderate liberal attitude with her, which has been
being emotionally disturbed. Recently, she taught at Point the key to her adaptability in a multitude of different situations.
Hope, Alaska, just a couple of degreesnorth of the Arctic Mary's self-description isapt,” | am a bubbly, down-to-earth,
Circle. and outgoing person.”
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Too close for comfort...! A self-professed “eccentric” our differencesin Seldovia are not
frowned upon but accepted. Mary feelslike she has been
An interesting story Mary told of a‘Polar Bear stalking’ included and invited. A clear favoriteisthelocal knitting club.

occurred while she lived there. Zikawastaking her trashout ~ Thereisalways something fun to do when her busy schedule

to the community dumpster just before eight in themorning. ~ &lows. Company waitsat homein the form of Buddy and
Gusting winds wer e howling with near-blinding snow swirling Sweetie, two devoted catsthat Zika rescued in Minnesota

all around her. She used the tundra asa marker from the during some sixty below weather. Overall, a quite night at home
short distance from her houseto the dumpster. Later, shetook With the cats and the cookbook holds appeal for Mary. She has
off around town, “running” errandsin near blizzard afine rapport with her StUdentS, havmg thlrty-two nieces and

conditions. Having arrived at the local store, she purchased nephews as practice, she very well should!
her groceries, when the clerk casually asked Mary who had

given her theride shereplied, “No one.” Theclerk’s eyes

widened in surprise. Shethen told Mary some of the men of

thetown weretryingto trap afifteen foot Polar Bear all day

that was spotted by her home’'s community dumpster at eight

o'clock that morning. Mary thought she would have a heart

attack on the spot, having unknowingly and effectively “fed

the bear” with her trash leftoversof the morning.

Copyright © 2007 Seldovia.com, Inc. and Seldovia Gazette. All rights reserved. The Seldovia Gazette is published weekly by Seldovia.com, Inc. Contents of this publication may
not be used or reproduced, in whole or in part, in any form or manner without the express written permission of Seldovia.com, Inc. Click here for additional details.

http://www.sel doviagazette.com/spotlight.htm 12/6/2007



