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Rob Rurkais Rustic in Seldovia and Loving It! by Tamara Blodgett

A long way from hishome state of Arizona, Rob Rurka has Since hismoveto Seldovia, he has found employment for a
made a niche for himself in our small seaside community. Rob  seriesof jobsand feelsmore “refreshed.” Conversely, working
was born and lived in Connecticut through sixth grade. The additional hoursin those jobs feelsless draining than the
family of five then made the moveto Arizona . The eldest of singular job in Homer. Rob can be found teaching music lessons
three, with asister and a brother, lifehasbeen an adventure  at the Boys & GirlsClub all day Saturday and some during the
from the beginning. Rob got hisfirst taste of the outdoors workweek. He teaches Kenpo Karate (Chinese) M onday

when heand hisbrother would “roam thewoods’ near their  through Friday from fiveto six PM . Healsoworksasa
residence in Connecticut . The family also took timeto explore substitute teacher four to six times per month and works two,
the area with camping and hiking. After movingto Arizona, parttimedaysat the Seldovia Fuel & Lube storein town. His
Rob was inspired to take Jazz Band in high school where he Karatework isconsidered to be“ satellite” work from the

learned how to play guitar and drums. Mainly self-taught Homer Kenpo Karate School affiliate. Rob hasreceived hisblue
after that stint, Rob became part of a country band wherehe  belt, which isat the advanced intermediate level. With sixteen
sang as a lead vocalist and performed bass player. He also students ages seven through mid-fifties, he has appreciated the

wor ked as a medic while he served our country in the Army help of Unit Director Laurel Hiltswho advocatesK arate asa

for fiveyears. Having acquired life skillsand morein those great physical workout. Just when you wer e thinking there

jobs, Rob wasready for a progressive evolution in hislife. could not be one mor e anecdotal pursuit for Rob, his“artsy”
side doesn’t stop at music, having received an Associates Degree

Building log homes and living in rural areas captured Rob’s ~ in Graphic Artsl!

interest, echoing the memories of his childhood. He branched
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out, beginning the construction of hisdream log homein
Flagstaff . When local building codes constrained hisvision
too much, hefelt that it wastime for him to move somewhere
that wasin better agreement with hisvision for hislife. This
led him to Alaska about a decade ago. First arrivingin
Anchorage, it wasn't too long before the Kenai Peninsula
caught hisattention. He moved southward, first livingin
Kasilof, then finally moving to Homer two yearsago. There he
found a steady job as a phlebotomist for South Peninsula
Hospital , mainly working at the Homer Medical Clinic. A
phlebotomist isone who draws blood for examination or
donation. Although the work was steady, Rob dreamed of
living a non-traditional lifestyle, one in which thejob hedid
was within several fields of interest. Having bought property
‘out-the-road’ when hefirst arrived in Alaska , Rob made the
plunge to move to Seldovia.

Now that he has settled into his new lifestyle, he feelslike it
was a change for the best. His cabin is situated amongst a
heavily treed five-acre plat, with old growth and second
mature growth trees. He built the cabin himself and has thus
far not had to cut onetree down for firewood (hefigureshe
goesthrough about four to five cord per year). The serenity
and peace that thisaffordsis more valuable to Rob than
money. He collectsrainwater from a gutter routed into a
collection barrel, with an old-fashioned outhouse which isjust
his speed (cleaning bathroomsisoverrated after all!).
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Rob is closeto hisfamily, with an eighteen-year-old son named
Matthew who hastaken thetimeto visit and has another
planned visit on the horizon. Rob’s parents, married forty-five
yearsand going strong, have been heretwice already and will
come again. Following in the family tradition, Matthew is
currently working full timefor alog home building outfit in
Arizona where Rob'’s parents still reside. Having moved from
Payson, Arizona (elevation seven thousand feet) Rob was not
unaccustomed to cold weather. However, thereisalot more
excitement with Seldovia weather! Instead of ‘clear and
sunny’, Rob hasa ‘wait and see’ surprise each day, which he
prefers. Rob’s co-worker (s) at the B& G Club describes Rob as
“great with thekids,” and an ‘Ebay-aholic,” something that
millionsare“ guilty” of! With packages coming and
instrument shopping (where' sthat perfect guitar anyway?)
Rob uses histime very efficiently. Now happy with hismyriad
of positions, Rob’s come full circle, living the dream and
working where he plays, a ver satile addition to diverse
Seldovia.
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