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Just another day in paradise

Santa Claus - The Smiles Say it All by Tom Glover

The original “Santa Claus” was named Nicholas and was born

; _ ) : The many faces of Santa
during the third century AD in Patara (asmall village located on

the current day southern coast of Turkey.) His parents raised him Jolly Old St. Nick
to be a_ldevout Chr_istian, but died in an epidemi_c while Nicho!as Father Christmas
was still young. Nicholas followed Jesus' teaching and sold his

entire inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering. Father Frost

He dedicated hislife to serving God and was made Bishop of

o . . Joulupukki
Myrawhile still ayoung man. Bishop Nicholas became known
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throughout the land for his generosity to thosein need, hislove
for children, and his concern for sailors and ships.

Under the Roman Emperor Diocletian, Bishop Nicholas was
exiled and imprisoned. After his release, Nicholas attended the
Council of Nicaeain 325 AD. He died December 6, 343 AD in
Myraand was buried in his cathedral church and the anniversary
of his death became St. Nicholas Day.

A brief historical account of Santain the USS. . .

The Puritans made it illegal to mention St. Nicolas
1600's | name and people were not allowed to exchange gifts,
light acandle, or even sing Christmas carols.

1773 | Santafirst appeared in the mediaas St. A Claus.

Clement Moore wrote a poem titled "An Account of a
1822 | Visit from Saint Nicolas" , which later became known
as "The Night before Christmas."

A Philadel phia merchant, JW. Parkinson, hired a man
1841 |todressupina"Criscringle" outfit and climb the
chimney of his store.

1897 |"Yes, Virginia thereisa Santa Claus' letter.

Santa' simage of a bearded, over-weight, jolly man
1920's |dressed in ared suit with white trim becomes a
standard.

An artist for The Coca-Cola ™ Company drew a series
1931 | of Santaimagesin their Christmas advertisements
which continue to the present day.

Johnny Marks wrote the song "Rudol ph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer." The song was recorded by Gene Autry and
became his all-time best seller. (Next to "White
Christmas" it is the most popular song of all time.)

1949

A time to remember more than Santa. . .

Santa Clausis an important part of Christmas today, but don’t
forget that he devoted his entire life to serving God and the
teachings of Jesus Christ. Christmas day is the celebration of the
birth of Jesus.
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KrisKringle
Pere Noél
Sabdiklos
Saint Nicolas
Sancte Claus
Sinter Klaas
Weihnachtsmann
Patron Saint in of children
Patron Saint of sailors
Patron Saint in Austria
Patron Saint in Belgium
Patron Saint in Germany
Patron Saint in Greece
Patron Saint in Italy
Patron Saint in Netherlands
Patron Saint in Russia
Patron Saint in Sicily
Patron Saint in Switzerland
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If you want to track Santa through NORAD (North American Air Defense Command): Click here
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