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Special Interest Forum: From time to time, topics of discussion will come up
that are not a good fit for the Lettersto the Editor section . . . usually due to
things like the length of the |etters or the need to post responses sooner than once
aweek on Thursday. Click the "Forum" button to enter this section.

Current topic: Creation vs. Evolution

2 Cents Worth:

What do you think of the new Fish Cleaning Station?

“ | think you can clean alot
of fish on this...quite a hunk
of metal.”

{1 engineers who did it and they
| did abeautiful job.

Mark Anderson, Anchorage

(in Seldovia fishing) Chief Andy Anderson
"I think it is pretty nice. Got
to do something with the
bull rail though. "
Steve Kroll "I think it isgoing to be a

areat assat and | am hannv tn
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Kurt Reynertons

Letters to the Editor

May 2, 2006
Dear Editor:

Decisions made by groupsin power will definitely alter the community, either in a positive or negative manner.

Susan Springer used to say “People come to Seldovia, for what isn't here”. That is atrue statement, as we are a unique community, with natural
beauty surrounding us, and not alot of amenities enjoyed by the larger communities. But those of us, who choose to live here, may be herein
part because of “what isn’t here”.

Itisafact of life that when people cometo live in Seldovia, and are only here for ayear or two, they can get appointed to Boards and
Commissions, where they can make decisions which will affect the very nature of our community. Without alot of knowledge of the
community, sometimes these folks want to make Seldovialook like the place they just came from. (And | assume they left those places for a
reason.)

Being in appointed positions, rather than elective offices, they cannot be voted out, when they make decisions that are not in line with the
majority of the voters. Hopefully, the newer community members on the boards, will ask for opinions and listen to the folks who’ ve been here
awhile, to get the history and flavor of Seldovia; and the hopes and aspirations and the vision of the residents who live here now.

I'velived in Seldovia for amost fifty years, and have put more than twenty-five yearsinto public service for the City and the Borough

in various offices. Everyone needs to take their turn, and I’ ve had my turn at creating and preserving the Seldovia you see today. We did the
flower beds and parks around town — at the library, clinic, harbor and across from the store while | was Mayor (more than twenty years ago),
and they’ ve been kept up, so they are still attractive today. (Thank you, Doug Pierren)

We created Lollipop Park, did house numbering, and the dog Leash law in those years. (That dog ordinance was controversial). We taxed boats
as personal property for the first time, to increase the tax base of the City. (That was another contentious issue, but necessary). We created a
Comprehensive Plan, and accomplished some of the objectives. You are living today with results of the decisions that were made then.
Decisions made by groupsin power will definitely alter the community, either in a positive or negative manner.

If you are concerned about actions being taken in the City, talk to your City officials, and give them your opinion; and perhapsit’s your turn to
step up and volunteer for appointed positions, or run for public office. Everyone needsto take aturn.

Sincerely,
Darlene Crawford

The Seldovia Gazette values freedom of speech. We welcome original, insightful letters from our readers on issues that are of
concern to them. However, due to space considerations, please limit letters to 300 words. We also reserve the right to edit all
letters for clarity, grammar, and taste. Letters must be signed and submitted by Tuesday at 5 pm in order to be printed in that
week’s press. We accept letters submitted by one of three ways: by email at tomg@seldovia.com or maryg@seldovia.com, by fax
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at 907-234-7526, or by mail at Seldovia Gazette, P.O. Box 97, Seldovia, Alaska 99663.

Copyright © 2006 Seldovia.com, Inc. and Seldovia Gazette. All rights reserved. The Seldovia Gazette is published weekly by Seldovia.com, Inc. Contents of this publication may
not be used or reproduced, in whole or in part, in any form or manner without the express written permission of Seldovia.com, Inc. Click here for additional details.

http://www.sel dovi agazette.com/opinions.htm 5/4/2006



