
 

 
Serving Seldovia, Alaska and Kachemak Bay southeast 

 

� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 
 
 	 
 � � � � 
 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � 
 � 	 
 � � � 
 � � 	 
 � � � � � 
 
 	 
 � � � �

   Top Stories  |  City Managers Corner  |  Police Report  |  Notices & Newsletters  |  Corrections  |  PhotoStory Archive  |  This page in Large Print |

 

 

Headlines 

 Sea Otter basketball 
rocks again! 

 City Council regular 
meeting, March 8 

 P&Z regular meeting, 
March 6 

 Seldovia Enterprise 
Expansion Project (SEE) 

 Natural Gas Tax Initiative 
Certified 

 Rep. Paul Seaton Report 
- March 

 Sen. Gary Stevens 
Report - March 

 Special notices . . .

 Tidbits . . . 

 City Manager's Corner 

 Seldovia Police Report

Opinions 

 2 Cents  
Worth 

 Letters to the Editor 
   - Editor response 
   - Kevin Gain 
   - Jonathan Hoard 
   - Peggy Keesecker

Spotlight 

 Seldovia Sea Otters vs. 

 

Sea Otter  Regional Basketball Tournament 
                                                                 by Tom Glover  

This week, the Seldovia Sea Otters boys and girls basketball teams went to the 
Regional Basketball Tournament in Bristol Bay.  
 
Wednesday, March 8 basketball game: 
  Boys - Seldovia vs. Lumen Christi; Seldovia won 65-35  
  Girls - Seldovia vs. CIA; Seldovia won 42-29 

Thursday, March 9 basketball game: 
  Boys - Seldovia vs. Ninilchik; Seldovia won 46-43  
  Girls - Seldovia vs. Ninilchik; Seldovia lost 21-38  

Great job Sea Otters!  

Seldovia's 2005-2006 Peninsula Conference records are as follows: 

If Seldovia makes it to the 2A State Tournament, it will be held on March 21-
22-23, 2006 at Service High School and Sullivan Arena. 

Augustine Volcano News 

Augustine volcano activity decreased to

 

"ORANGE Concern"  on Wednesday, Feb 1  
 

WebCam1 Seismograph Main Page  

WebCam2 at the volcano site  Ashfall 

Current news releases are posted daily on Seldovia.com (click here)  

Top Stories 

Basketball Conference Record Season Record  

Boys Team 3 wins - 3 losses  5 wins - 7 losses 

Girls Team 1 wins - 4 losses  3 wins - 6 losses 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Marketplace 

Support the 
Seldovia Sea Otter 

Booster Club  
Help keep sports and 

academic travel programs 
alive for our school!  

Seldovia Boat Slips 
for Rent 

The Seldovia harbor has 32 
foot and 42 foot slips for 
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City Council regular  meeting, March 8 
                                                                 by Mary Glover 

The regular meeting of the Seldovia City Council met in the Multi-Purpose 
Room on March 8, 2006 at 7:30 PM. The entire Council was present: Keith 
Gain, Tom Keesecker, Mark Massion, Tom Glover, Walter McInnes and 
Peggy Boscacci. Mayor Wyland was out-of-town and City Manager, Kurt 
Reynertson, was present. Mr. Massion officiated the meeting as the Mayor was 
absent. 

Committee and Advisory Repor ts:  

*  Lisa O’Leary reported that the EMS received funding from the Code Blue 
Project and we will be receiving a new Life Pack monitor/defibrillator for the 
ambulance. She also stated that the clinic is in desperate need of a better 
defibrillator. When the EMS department receives the new machine (value at 
$1,900) they will pass on the current Life Pack defibrillator to the medical 
clinic. Then Mrs. O’Leary spoke to the work that she is doing as the VISTA 
Volunteer. In addition to the Resolution 06-18 that is before the Council this 
evening, she is working on the looking for funding for the Lake Susan park 
project. In April she will be going to a statewide conference for the VISTA 
Volunteers and she said that the Rural Cap Leader will be coming to Seldovia 
for the 4th of July. 

*  Mary Glover reported on the Seldovia Chamber of Commerce that The 
Seldovia Visitor will be finished by the end of this month, that the Fundraiser 
Dinner was a successful event, and that the membership this year is status quo. 
She also reported that the Arts Council will be presenting two forms of 
memberships, one the regular membership and one that is a support 
membership. She stated that the line up for the Summer Solstice Music 
Festival (June 16-17) is in place and that the Bearfoot Bluegrass group will be 
joining as a headliner. She also stated that there is an awesome bunch of 
performers planned for this next season. 

*  Paulie Carluccio for Planning Commission said that they are hoping to 
finalize the city’s zoning codes at the next meeting. She said, at the City 
Manager’s request they began a review of the best use of Lot 1, Block 10, the 
lot between the Harbormasters and the Buzz....Since the request came to them 
pretty close to the meeting,”  they have asked the City Manager and the Clerk 
to search the records to see if there was anything in the ordinances with regard 
to this lot. That the decision for the use of this lot will happen at the the next 
P&Z meeting. She also stated she was elected Chairperson and Bobby Sweatt 
was elected Vice Chair for the year. 

*  Keith Gain – Board support AK Fish and Game – Since there was no regular 
scheduled meeting, they had to phone poll on the moose hunts in both the 
Skilak and Homer areas, Nos. 59 &  60 which was passed unanimously. 

*  Walter McInnes gave a report on the Trails Committee. He reported on the 
meeting that he attended in Anchorage at the BLM. He said that he met the 
new persons at the BLM associated with this issue and that the City was ready 
to enter into mediation with the SNA after the SNA has their board meeting in 

  

rent. Call for details: 
Harbor Master 
(907) 234-7886 

City Office (907) 234-7643  
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PDF files require a special 
"Reader"  in order to view 
pdf files. Click the Adobe 

button above to get a 
FREE pdf reader! 

  
Large print version 

of this page - click here. 
Please note that we do not 
have large print versions 
of the other pages on this 

site.  

March. 

New and Old Business  

The following ordinances and resolutions were brought before the Council this 
evening: 

1. Ordinance 06-09, Amending the Sundry Fee Schedule to adjust 
Electric Rates charge to customers to reflect the city costs to Homer 
Electric. 
           Introduction of the Ordinance was passed 
           unanimouslyby the Council. 

2. Ordinance 06-08, Amending Title 7 of the Seldovia Municipal Code, 
Animal Control.  
 
This ordinance set for the following penalties for violations against 
animals being allowed to run free. These offenses have a period from 
the first offense to the last offense to be within 24 consecutive months. 

1. $10 for first offense  
2. $25 for second offense  
3. $50 for third offense  
4. Up to $300 for fourth offense and a mandatory court 

appearance 
 
Ordinance was passed unanimously by 
the Council  

3. Resolution 06-14, Amendments to Legislative Priorities List to add 
funding for Kachemak Bay Ferry (Revised) This priority list is 
necessary for the presentation of funding by the State Legislature for 
our community. View copy of document. There was discussion about 
item number 11, “Kachemak Bay Ferry”  because there was a related 
document to this item in the Council’ s packet. More specifically, there 
was a Memorandum from the Seldovia Native Association, Inc. (SNA) 
to the Alaska State Governor Frank Murkowski and the Alaska State 
Senators and Representatives from Mike Beal, CEO of the SNA. 
Subject: Request for matching funds for the Kachemak Bay Ferry 
Project. The amount requested for matching funds is $1,500,000 for 
the Seldovia Village Tribe. Within the memorandum, Mr. Beal stated: 
“So far we have been able to raise $9 million from our US 
Congressional delegation. Some of our funding requires a match.”  
 
        The Resolution was passed by the Councilmen 
        with a vote of 4-2.  (McInnes and Gain voting no)  

4. Resolution 06-17, Approving the 2006 Census Count. Councilman 
Mark Massion and Walter McInnes were on this committee to 
determine an accurate and up-to-date census. Mr. Massion did the 
majority of work on this project as Mr. McInnes was in Anchorage at a 
meeting with the BLM. Mr. Massion obtained a count of 287 for the 
population count.  
 
           The Resolution was passed unanimously by the 
           Council accepting 287 as the census count for 
           Seldovia. (This count is inclusive of all families 
           within the city limits.) 

5. Resolution 06-18, Requesting Project Funding through the State of 
Alaska Denali Commission, Denali Rural Access System. This 
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Resolution was a necessary document to apply to the Denali 
Commission to apply for funding to rehabilitate the approach bridge 
for the city dock. 
 
          The Resolution was unanimously passed by 
          the Council. 

6. Resolution 06-19, Supporting HB 478, State Funding for Harbors. 
“House Bill 478 establishes the Municipal Harbor Facility Grant Fund 
and a 50/50 capital matching funding program administered by the 
ADOT and sets out a criteria to determine project eligibility.”  In 2005, 
the Alaska Statewide Harbormasters Association stated approximately 
$99,858,000 was needed for repairs and brought forth a proposal for a 
50/50 matching grant program.  
 
          This Resolution was unanimously passed by 
          the Council.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

P& Z regular  meeting, March 6            by Mary Glover 

The Planning &  Zoning Commission of Seldovia convened for their regularly 
scheduled monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 6, 2006. Commissioners 
attending were: Bobby Sweatt, Paulie Carluccio, Jenny Chissus, and Jim 
Hopkins. New Commissioner to the board, Dan Blodgett, attended by 
teleconference. 

During the meeting there was extensive discussion about building codes, more 
specifically, about building height code requirements. The current building 
codes have all building height at 35 feet. The current Commission is looking at 
restoring some building’s code to a height of 25 feet. There was extensive 
discussion on how to measure the height of a building. Dan Blodgett who has 
had vast experience as a contractor told how his experience measured the 
heights of buildings. 

Dan Blodgett stated that he as built 85 homes and has worked in 11 different 
counties in Washington State. He said there are different ways of calculating: 
the easiest is to take the average of the two front corners (that average height 
of your finished grade), measure from there up 25 feet, if you have a gabled 
roof, then it is ½ up the gabled roof. The two variables are 1) if you are on a 
public access road, and then the first calculation applies. 2) take the average 
distance of the four corners of the building’s finished grade and then measure 
up 30 feet and then up to the mid-point of the gable. This is what the height 
restrictions were and would still be under engineering requirements. 

The Commission decided they wanted to find out what the formula for 
building heights would be in Homer, Kenai and Soldotna and what the State of 
Alaska’s formula was. Ronda Haynes was asked to research this information 
for the Commissioners. This matter was tabled until this information could be 
addressed at the next meeting. 

City Manager, Kurt Reynertson, asked the P&Z Commission this evening to 
consider the use of Lot 1, Block 10. He asked what is the best use of this lot. A 
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laydown package from the Parks &  Recreation Committee dated February 10, 
1995 recommending this lot be used for a Seafarer’s Memorial Park was 
presented. The following discussions happened: 

Comments from the public: Mary Glover was in support of this Lot 1, Block 
10 to be rezoned commercial marine and sold as a lot for development of a 
business, keeping the business district together. Mary Glover stated that this 
lot would have to be replatted because the Harbormaster’s building encroaches 
over the lot line. She also spoke to the document by Parks & Rec dated 1995, 
which recommended a Memorial Park at this location. “A memorial park is a 
place of solace, meditation, remembrance and reflection, and I do not feel that 
we need a park of that ‘mood’  at that location.”  Her recommendation was to 
have a park on Lot 1, Block 13, where the view is much better than looking at 
a mountain. 

Paulie Carluccio – Said that the document before her was to place the 
Seafarer’s Memorial Park on this lot. Mr. Reynertson and Ronda Hayes said 
they needed to search the City files to see if any ordinance had been 
completed. Bobby Sweatt said that she understood that it went “dead in the 
water”  before the Council/City had a chance to deal with it. 

The Commission’s statements regarding this matter were: 

Dan Blodgett - Asked what the set back would have to be on this lot to 
conform to code. He thought that the set back could be the minimum setback. 
Recommend that those people who want a park should sign an agreement to 
support the park. He suggested $3 to $4 per year for this park so that some sort 
of financial support be given to the city for a park. 

Bobby Sweatt – Recommendation would be to explore whatever on this lot by 
the Harbormaster, “a little park right there would fit much better than way 
down at the other end of the harbor.”  She also suggested that taking all things 
into consideration, which lot would bring more money and then sell that one. 

Paulie Carluccio stated that Lot 1, Block 13, already had their recommendation 
to the City Council. She said that she was reluctant to sell this property ( Lot 1, 
Block 10) when in the future it may want to be used for the development of 
city offices. If they wanted to put a park on it, then they could still put the 
development of city offices on it and move the park around it. She wanted a 
park closer to the center of town. 

Jenny Chissus – her thought is that the City has a huge revenue need and she is 
hesitant to convert public property to private property. She thought that Lot 1, 
Block 10 is a very viable location and logical place for a park. She liked this 
location because it was more centrally located. 

Jim Hopkins – His recommendation is that it should be retained by the City of 
Seldovia for future development and thinks all the city offices should be 
combined into one location. He also stated that he did not feel that the current 
Harbormaster’s building was not up to code and would be in favor of finding 
funding for a new ferry terminal at that site. 

The Commission revisit this issue at their next meeting after Kurt Reynertson 
has had time to research what has been done with this lot in the past. 
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It being the time for the annual election for Chairperson and Vice Chair the 
following persons were elected: Paulie Carluccio was elected as Chairperson 
for the Committee. Vice Chair: Bobby Sweatt was elected as Vice Chair. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting 
will be Monday, April 3rd at 7:00 PM 

Seldovia Enterpr ise Expansion Project (SEE) 
                                                                   by Mary Glover  

The Seldovia Village tribe received a grant for economic development that is 
being presented as the Seldovia Enterprise Expansion (SEE) Project. Its goal is 
“ to strengthen Seldovia’s economic outlook through education and partnership 
created within the community.”  Peggy Keesecker 

The SEE Project currently has employed four SBE high school students: Molly 
Chapman, Deidre Cameron, Emily Haynes and Jennifer Giles as part of the 
Cooperative Work Experience Class. These girls are learning valuable 
business skills that will carry into their future careers. Their training will 
encompass marketing, sales, hospitality, research and development of new 
products, merchandise display/presentation, customer service and development 
of interpersonal communication skills. 

The SEE Project office has an open invitation to community members who 
would like to participate in the training classes. The first class was held on 
February 28 and March 1, 2006, and was conducted by Ann Campbell, Aurora 
Consulting, Anchorage, Alaska. Ms. Campbell presented the basic concepts of 
marketing (complete with handout that contained a plan format for a marketing 
plan). She expounded on why a marketing plan is so important; on the role of 
marketing research and how to do it; on how to make the most from your 
marketing plan and; of course, how to get started with building a marketing 
plan. 

The SEE Project Office held a contest for a logo drawing. The winner of the 
contest was Barbara Carlough. The drawing is shown below. 
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Natural Gas Tax Initiative Cer tified 
                                               News Release Lt. Gov. Leman's Office 

( Juneau ) - Lieutenant Governor Loren Leman today certified an initiative 
petition for the 2006 General Election ballot titled, “An Act levying a tax on 
certain leases having known resources of natural gas, conditionally repealing 
the levy of that tax, and authorizing a credit for payments of that tax against 
amounts due under the oil and gas properties production (severance) tax if 
requirements relating to the sale or shipment of the natural gas are met; and 
providing for an effective date.”  

The initiative’s prime sponsors are Representatives Eric Croft, Harry T. 
Crawford, Jr., and David Guttenberg. 

Sponsors collected at least 31,450 signatures from registered Alaska voters to 
qualify the initiative for a vote of the people. This is 10 percent of the 314,502 
votes cast in the 2004 general election. Under the constitutional amendment 
approved by voters in 2004, signatures are needed from at least seven percent 
of voters in at least 30 of the 40 Alaska House Districts. Sponsors had one year 
from the time they received petition booklets to collect the required signatures. 

To view the memorandum from the Division of Elections for this initiative 
click here. To view the certification letter for this initiative click here.  

Note: Initiative petitions are not “approved”  or “disapproved”  by the 
Lieutenant Governor, rather they are “certified”  or “not certified.”  The State 
constitution and Alaska Statutes specify criteria that must be met for an 
initiative to be certified.  

Rep. Paul Seaton Newsletter  - March 6 

Greetings from Juneau on this 57th day of the legislative session. 
We are experiencing an exhaustive meeting schedule similar to what we would 
expect at the end of session. Our regular Resource Committee meetings 
considering the oil tax structure have been lasting from 4 to 5 hours per day 
with additional meetings on Saturday. This week we will be hearing from our 
legislative international oil consultant starting Monday at 12:30. This should 
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clarify many of the important issues and will be carried on Gavel-to-Gavel. 
Later in the week we will be developing amendments to ensure the production 
tax is a good one for Alaska. If you would like a peek at the details, you can 
get all the information you ever wanted at, 
http://www.akrepublicans.org/info/ongtax.php 

This month we will have two high school interns each spending a week with 
us. I asked the Homer and Seward High Schools to each use a competitive 
process for selecting a student interested in getting some hands-on experience 
in State government. Jessica Coon from Seward will be working with us 
during the week of March 12-18th, and Jenna Raymond will be in from 
Homer, March 18-25th. We are looking forward to having both these bright 
young women down here helping with the workload. 

Click here to read the full newsletter  

Sen. Gary Stevens Newsletter  - March 6  

Greetings from Juneau. As we head to the halfway point of this year’s session, 
the Legislature’s focus is almost entirely on the Governor’s proposal for a new 
Petroleum Profit Sharing Production Tax (PPT). This system will be based on 
a percentage of the gross value of production and will replace the present ELF 
(Economic Limit Factor), which served the state well when oil prices were 
low, but is not giving Alaska its fare share of revenue in this recent era of high 
prices. 

Under the Governor’s PPT proposal, oil producers will have a 20% tax on net 
profits with a 20% capital investment tax credit. Producers will also get a $73 
million deduction on their taxes, can carry forward up to 20% of prior-year 
losses as tax credits and can use oil conservation surcharge payments as credit 
against the production tax. 

PPT is the biggest issue the Legislature has dealt with during my six years in 
office. In addition to the billions of dollars in revenue at stake for the State of 
Alaska, both oil producers and the Murkowski Administration say passage of 
this bill is vital to ensure economic stability and pave the way for successful 
completion of negotiations on a gas pipeline contract. With such enormous 
ramifications for our fiscal future, it is vital for Lawmakers to carefully 
consider every provision in this legislation. Already, the Senate and House 
Resources Committees have held extensive hearings on the legislation, hearing 
testimony from the Administration, producers and members of the public. 
Before legislation comes to a floor vote, the Senate and House Finance 
Committees will hold additional hearings. In the end, I believe we will pass 
legislation that protects Alaska’s interests and encourage further exploration 
and development of our oil resources. I look forward to your input on this 
critical topic. 

(You can access information about PPT on the Internet at: 
http://www.gov.state.ak.us/oiltax) 

Additional items covered in the newsletter: 
• PERS/TRS Revisited  
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• Personal Legislation Update 
• Constituent Teleconferences 
• Fisheries Grant Program 
• PFD Application Period 

Click here to read the full newsletter  

Special Notices 

Recycling in Seldovia . . . 

Seldovia Village Tribe has started a recycling program for the main office 
building, ATC and Conference Center . We will be recycling #1 and #2 
plastics, aluminum cans and shredding our waste paper to use for shipping 
paper at ATC. In the spring Sandee will be starting a covered vermiculture bin 
outside of the SVT building for food products and other paper products like 
newspapers. By doing these few simple things we hope to save our 
environment and reduce the amount of refuse going into the landfill. 

There are several sites that one can use to get helpful information off of to help 
you get started with recycling, reducing and reusing. The Solid Waste Alaska 
Network (SWAN) http://www.ccthita-swan.org/Planning/2D_recycle.cfm has 
things on how you can build your own recycling bins and can crushers. They 
also have links to other websites where you can get helpful information on 
educating kids. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/aging/ has some great things for recycling 
electronics, household hazardous waste and backyard recycling as well as fun 
stuff for kids on their site. 

Seldovia Village Tribe would like to invite the community members and 
businesses of Seldovia to join us in this effort to reduce, reuse and recycle to 
help save our environment and reduce what is put into our landfill.  
 

Tidbits . . . 

Mother nature gets pretty active out Jakolof Road in the 
winter and last week she carved out this snow sculpture 
of herself, bouffant and all.
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.  

� HEA has indicated that the easement form Hopkins would not allow 
enough room. Hopkins has “given”  all the room there is, so now HEA 
is saying that they will have to come across Seldovia Street to the 
Community Building . This will affect the cost of wiring the inside of 
the building as it will no longer be a “straight shot”  to the X-Ray room. 
Liberty Electric has been the only electrical contractor that has 
responded to an RFQ and the person that does the quotes for Liberty is 
out of town at the current time. I will have to get a new quote from him 
on his return to insure that we still have enough funds in the grant to 
cover costs. I have also talked to GE to discuss the possibility of a 
phase converter as opposed to running a separate power line. It is 
possible; however the preference (by a large margin) is to operate on 
separate power. I will discuss with Liberty Electrical to get their input 
as far as cost for a phase converter.  

� As a reminder, Mike Beal of the SNA is coming to fully brief the 
Council on the current status of the Kachemak Bay Ferry feasibility 
study and preliminary engineering design. The briefing will be a full-
blown power point presentation and is scheduled for the next (March 
22) Council meeting.  

� We have received a grant from the Rasmuson Foundation for the 
Community Center elevator and restroom modification. I have 
contacted Kevin Bennett from the Alaska Stairlift &  Elevator 
Company and he has sent (as of today) a technician to coordinate the 
information needed to order the chair lift. I have sent a thank you letter 
to the Rasmuson for the City of Seldovia .  

� I have begun working on the FY07 budget.  
� I will be in Juneau for 3 days next week (with the Mayor) visiting a 

number of legislators to discuss the needs of Seldovia.  

> No Report this week< 
[ Ann's (Chief Andersons wife) surgery went well ]  

City Manager's Corner                      by Kurt Reynertson

Seldovia Police Report    by A.W. Anderson, Chief of Police 
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